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Letter from the President 
 

Hello and Happy Holidays!  
 

We come to the end of an exceptional year in 

the field of Pretrial Services and Pretrial 

Justice.  We hope you enjoy the articles and 

information in this latest release of the TAPS 

Newsletter.  The newsletter is being brought to 

you by the hard work, creativity and dedication 

of the TAPS members.  We hope you consider 

sharing your thoughts and ideas by submitting an article.  Also we are 

still looking for an editor to help assure we continue to provide current 

information to our members.  Please contact a TAPS Board Member or 

Regional Representative if you would like to contribute to the 

newsletter.       
  
I am happy to announce that the TAPS Board of Directors is making 

great progress in organizing the 2018 5th Annual TAPS Conference and 

Training Institute at the Moody Gardens Hotel in Galveston, Texas April 

19-20, 2018.  We have little doubt that this conference will be the best 

one yet.  The conference sessions and presenters will continue our 

tradition of providing conference participants with interesting, relevant, 

and high quality information.  Along with the information provided during 

the conference sessions, the TAPS conference is an opportunity to 

create and/or strengthen working relationships with other Pretrial 

Services professionals in Texas and around the country.  These 

relationships are at the core of our power as an organization in 

advancing the field of Pretrial Services in Texas.    
 

You participation in the conference is essential to our success.  We 

hope you are able to join us for the 5th Annual TAPS Conference and 

hope you will encourage other stakeholder to join us. 
 

Best Regards,  

Gerald Rodriguez, Jr., President   

Texas Association of Pretrial Services 
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“We’ve proven it can work 

without money, but the whole 

country continues as if in a 

trance to do what we know 

does not work.”  

Truman Morrison 
D.C. Superior Court Judge  



TAPS NEWSLETTER 
EDITOR NEEDED  

 

The Texas Association of Pretrial Services 

is seeking an enthusiastic, innovative 

newsletter editor to coordinate the 

publication of the TAPS Newsletter.   

The newsletter is published four times a 

year and is distributed electronically to our 

members and supporters. The term of the 

position is usually around two 

years.  Please consider volunteering if you 

have an interest in editing, writing, graphic 

design and most importantly if you have an 

interest in sharing important Pretrial 

Services information and news from 

around the State of Texas with our 

members and supporters.  The TAPS Board 

is ready to lend lots of support in the 

process.   

If you are interested and/or want to learn 

more about the position, please contact 

any of the board members or email our 

TAPS secretary:  

Aurora Roberts  

Aurora.Roberts@pts.hctx.net. 
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TAPS Board of Directors 

 

Gerald Rodriguez, Jr. 
President 

 
Duane Steele 
Vice-President 

 
Aurora Roberts 

Secretary 
 

April Craig 
Treasurer 

 
Michael Laughlin 
Northeast Region  
Representative 

 
Jimmie Ruiz 

Western Region  
Representative 

 
Letty Moreno 

Southeast Region  
Representative 

—— 
 

Mike Lozito 
Immediate Past  

President 
 

Linda Ingraham 
Chair, Membership 

 
Grace M. Uzomba, Esq. 

Legal Counsel 
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BELL COUNTY VETERANS COURT 
By Linda Ingraham  

Director, Bell County Pretrial Services 
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The Bell County Veterans Court is primarily a pretrial 
diversion program dealing mainly with misdemeanor 
offenses.  Some misdemeanants and felons on 
community supervision may also be referred to the 
veterans court program.  Also some felons may be 
referred as a condition of pre-trial bond. 

The defense attorney representing the misdemeanor 
defendant submits an application to the Bell County 
Indigent Defense Office requesting that the defendant 
be considered for admission in the Bell County 
Veterans Court program. 

The Bell County Attorney’s Office established the 
eligibility criteria for participation in the Bell County 
Veterans Court program.   

If the Bell County Attorney’s Office determines that the 
defendant meets the eligibility criteria for participation 
in the program, the County Attorney’s Office will refer 
the defendant to the CSCD in order to assess the risk 
level of the defendant, screen for post traumatic stress 
disorder/traumatic brain injury/depression/substance 
abuse or other disability or condition stemming from 
the person serving in the United States Armed Forces. 

The candidate for the veterans court program must 
bring his/her DD-214 and if receiving VA benefits, 
proof of eligibility and a VA assessment form. 

In order to be considered for the veterans court 
program, the defendant must satisfactorily 
demonstrate the his/her wartime disability or condition 
contributed to the commission of the offense for which 
s/he is charged. 

If the County Attorney finds that the applicant would be 
a suitable participant in the Bell County Veterans 
Court, the County Attorney submits a referral to the 
Judge of the Veterans Court.  The Judge will staff the 
referral with the Veterans Court team.  If the Judge 
approves acceptance into the Veterans Court program 
the Judge will sign an Order of Acceptance. 

The Veterans Court Judge may impose special 
conditions for participating in the veterans court 
program. 

Participants of the Veterans Court Program are 
supervised by the Bell County Community Supervision 
and Corrections Department and Bell County Pretrial 

Services.  Each veteran in the program will be 
required to pay a monthly supervision fee of $60.00 to 
the department. 

The veterans court team shall consist of a veterans 
court coordinator, veterans court hearings officer, a 
supervision officer, treatment providers, a defense 
attorney, a prosecutor, director of Pretrial Services, a 
VJO employee, as well as the Veterans Court Judge. 

The Bell County Veterans Court holds hearings twice 
a month on Tier Two and once a month on Tier One 
participants.  Participants in the veteran court program 
will be required to meet weekly with some of the 
veterans court team. 

The Veterans Courts Program shall last at least one 
year.  The program shall consist of three phases. 

 Phase One is for two months.   
 Phase Two is for four months.   
 Phase Three is for six months.   

Upon completion of the program and graduation, the 
County Attorney’s Office will be notified and all 
charges resulting in the pre-trial diversion and 
placement in the veterans court program shall be 
dismissed. 

The Veterans Court program for felony offenders on 
community supervision may last longer.  This program 
will include a court-ordered aftercare component. 

Unsuccessful Discharge from Veterans Court  

If a decision has been made that the defendant has 
not successfully participated in or completed the 
Veterans Court, the Veterans Court Judge prepares 
an order of discharge from the program to be filed in 
the Court’s file. While every situation cannot be 
foreseen it is the team’s overall recommendation that 
once an individual has not successfully participated in 
or completed the Veterans Court program and an 
order is signed by the Judge discharging participation 
in Veterans Court, those individuals will not be allowed 
back in. 

The case is then be referred back to the Bell County 
Attorney’s Office for further disposition. 
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EQUIVANT 

The University of Pretrial (UP) is PJI’s state-of-the-
art online learning community where policymakers and 
pretrial professionals can learn about the latest data-
driven pretrial policies and practices. UP will meet the 
ever-expanding needs of those committed to reforming 
pretrial justice in America, and around the world, by 
facilitating learning, convening a national community of 
professionals, and offering access to expert assistance. 
 

UP learning communities will explore: 

 The law, science, and values of pretrial justice; 

 Fundamentals of pretrial system reform; 

 Strategies to improve racial, ethnic, and economic 
pretrial justice; and 

 The changing pretrial justice landscape, including 
legislative action, promising local practices, and 
pretrial in the news. 

 

As UP grows, pretrial justice professionals and their 
justice system partners will have on-demand access to 
diverse and timely information. The 2016 course 
catalog covers pretrial fundamentals, leading local 
reform, implementing preventive detention, and more. 
 

Join the conversation with a free Basic Membership!  A 
must for all Pretrial Practitioners!   

Click here to JOIN THE COMMUNITY 

NAPSA  
News 
 

National Association of Pretrial Services Agencies 
|www.NAPSA.org 

HOLD-THE-DATE 
 

2018 NAPSA CONFERENCE 
COMES TO TEXAS! 

 
 
 

NAPSA’S 46TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE WILL BE 
HELD AUGUST 19-22, 2018  

AT THE OMNI HOTEL IN FORT WORTH, TEXAS 
    

On-Demand  
Pretrial Certification Testing 

The NAPSA Board of Directors and Education 
Committee are pleased to announce on-demand 
testing for its Certified Pretrial Services Professionals 
(CPSP) Level One certification exam. The twice-yearly 
exam is being replaced with a new on-line testing 
platform that allows pretrial professionals to take the 
exam throughout the year to better meet their 
individual schedules.  Interested persons need to 
complete necessary forms and make payment to 
NAPSA. Once approved, practitioners will be provided a 
link to the testing platform to complete the exam. For 
more information click here. 
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TAPS Regions 



 

 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF PRETRIAL SERVICES 

P.O. BOX 685153 

AUSTIN, TX  78768-5153 

What’s Happening in Your Agency? 
 

Give us an update on developments in your County.  Post open positions and/or 
let others know what’s happening in your program. The TAPS Newsletter allows 
you to communicate with other Pretrial Practitioners.  Take advantage of a great 
opportunity to share your news.  All it cost is the time it takes to write it!  

Pretrial Services in the Media: 

Pretrial reform a possibility in Delaware  
http://www.capegazette.com/article/pretrial-detention-reform-possibility-delaware/145232 

Support for the Yakima County (WA)pretrial services agency  
http://kimatv.com/news/local/study-shows-pretrial-release-program-is-doing-some-good-in-yakima-county 

Why New York City created its own fund to bail people out of jail  
https://www.citylab.com/equity/2017/12/nyc-bail-fund/546155/ 

What's happening in Harris County now that the sheriff issues bail bonds?  
https://www.texastribune.org/2017/11/29/heres-whats-happening-harris-county-now-sheriff-issues-bail-bonds/ 

Baltimore County (MD) launches a pilot pretrial program  
http://thedailyrecord.com/2017/12/01/baltimore-county-pretrial-pilot/ 

Numbers tell the story of Los Angeles' cash bail system  
https://www.scpr.org/news/2017/12/04/78431/5-big-numbers-tell-the-story-of-la-s-cash-bail-sys/   


