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Segment Overview

•Module I:  Legal Foundations and Standards

•Module II:  Research 

•Module II:  Discussion



What are the law and rules 
in your state surrounding 

pretrial conditions of 
release or monitoring?

Module I



NAPSA’s Stance on Supervision and Monitoring: 
(from NAPSA Standards, 2019)
• Supervision should include the following:

• The least restrictive conditions needed to promote pretrial success 

• Court date notifications 

• Pretrial justice-trained staff oversee the monitoring 

• Supervision should be based on pretrial conditions set by the court 

• Notification to the court of new arrests 

• Risk-based supervision

• Facilitate the return of defendants to court who miss hearings 



National Institute of Corrections on Supervision: 
(from Essential Elements of an Effective Pretrial System and Agency, 
February 2017)

• Pretrial supervision must conform to the “risk principle”

• Supervision levels must match an individual’s assessed risk level

• Supervision should include the following:

• Court notifications, Response to defendant conduct, Prompt notification of 
violations

• On special services and interventions (treatment, housing, etc.) 

• “Providing or referring to interventions such as substance use disorder or 
mental health treatment, vocational services, or housing assistance is often 
part of a supervision strategy… should be tied to risk factors specific to the 
individual defendant and be offered voluntarily rather than required…” 



Link to Online Standards 

https://napsa.memberclicks.net/standards

American Bar Association Standards on Pretrial 
Release

• NAPSA Standards on Pretrial Release 

• Measuring What Matters:  Outcome and 
Performance Measures for the Pretrial Services 
Field  

https://napsa.memberclicks.net/standards


What does research say about what 
works?

Module II



How 
Effective is…

Drug Testing 
(Appearance, 
Public 
Safety)

Results are mixed, dated information.  Why? 
Drug use is a behavior, not a risk factor.  Use when 
your data says a specific drug has a link to pretrial 
failure.  Blanket conditions should not be a 
standard practice. 

Electronic 
Monitoring

No evidence of risk reduction. But, Electronic 
Monitoring (EM) may encourage release. EM itself 
is not a true condition, but it can be used to 
monitor items such as no contact orders or 
curfews. 

Court 
Notification

Solid evidence-based practice.  Should be a 
standard intervention, may be a baseline practice 
for low/moderate level supervision. 



Notes on Pretrial Research

• Research on effective pretrial programming is not as robust as in some other 
areas of corrections; evidence does point to the benefit of pretrial risk 
assessment and the implementation of a continuum of pretrial supervision 
options (Aungst, CAFWD 2012)

• Lower risk defendants who were required to participate in ATD (alternatives to 
detention – drug testing, treatment, EM) pending trial were more likely to fail 
pending trial; Moderate and higher risk defendants who were required to 
participate in ATD were more likely to succeed pending trial. (VanNostrand, M., & 
Keebler, G. [2009]. Pretrial Risk Assessment in the Federal Court.  Federal 
Probation, 72 [2])



In Summary:  
Research supports the use of individualized pretrial 

assessment in guiding pretrial supervision strategies

What does this mean? 

• Supervision level should match the defendant’s assessed risk 
mitigation level

• Conditions address specific risk factors

• Use the least restrictive interventions needed to assure court appearance and 
community safety

• Try to avoid blanket conditions of supervision, particularly those which are 
not based on evidence/research 



Discussion

Module II



What are your current strategies for… 

•Maximizing Court Appearance?

•Maximizing Public Safety?



How are your strategies doing?

•Are you aware of your outcome rates for 
supervised release?
•Overall success?
•Failure to appear %?
•Pretrial crime?



What are 
your 

questions or 
comments?
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